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- Labour’s Manifesto-a
conference must decide

EVERYONE knows what Jim
Callaghan would like the Lab-
our Party Manifesto to say. ‘‘|
will continue as Prime Mini-
ster and the working class will
put up with my policies because
there is a crisis’’. |

Wedgwood Benn and Lab-
our's Home Policy Committee
want something better. They
are putting up a mini-battle ov-
er having NEC and Conference
decisions in the Manifesto,
rather than the Cabinet’s.

So far it is a very limited
battle. As Neil Kinnock MP
described it, the Home Policy
Committee’s draft manifesto is
‘“a trawl through the remnants
of the last manifesto’’ which
would make ‘‘blancmange look
firm and dynamic by compari-
son’’, 4

The document says that infla-
tion and unemployment are the

The promises are more natio-
nalisation; making immigration
controls non-racist; import
controls, price controls, and
planning agreements; aboli-
tion of the House of Lords; and

‘a wealth tax. Labour Party con-

ference policies with more bite,
like the 35 hour week and oppo-
sition to pay curbs, are not

| there.

But the principle of who de-
cides the Manifesto is import-
ant. Certainly the elected NEC
has more right to decide than
the Cabinet; but a special Lab-
our Party conference should de-
cide on the Manifesto.

CLPs should prepare draft
manifestos for that conference
— and also prepare to run their
own local campaigns on those
manifestos, whatever the re-
sults of the haggling between
the NEC and the Cabinet.

A manifesto in line with the
interests of the working class

would include: -

No to wage controls!

No cuts, but improve-
ments in social services!

End unemployment! Cut
the working week, not jobs.
Expropriate firms threat-
ening sackings.

Nationalise the banks

- without compensation

Not a penny for ‘defence’
Freeze rents and rates
No to all immigration
controls

Free abortion and contra-
ception on demand

Troops out of Ireland now
Support for the black liber-
ation struggles against the
racist regimes of Rhodesia and
South Africa.

- —

Bakers' pickets in the Mid-

Ty

lands. Photo: Second City
Photographers.

B B Labour, break all links with the Shah!
BB Stop Arms Sales to Iran!

B B Down with the Shah!
Demonstration, Sunday 17th December

Assemble 1pm, Speakers Corner.
Called by Committee Against

Repression in Iran

ON SUNDAY 10th December a huge dem-
onstration — perhaps 1'; million, perhaps
3 million strong — flooded through Tehran.

Permission to hold the march had been
agreed with the Government, on condition
that the Shah was not condemned by name
in its slogans. |

The next day there was a bigger and
more militant march. Between two and four
million people were on the streets. This
time ‘Death to the Shah’ was the main
slogan.

There were huge demonstrations in other
towns, too. Most were peaceful. In Isfahan,
troops fired on the marchers, killing scores.
No longer trusting to face-to-face confront-
ation on the streets, the army shot down de-
monstrators from helicopters.

The whole Iranian people was on the
streets. The Paris daily Le Monde reports:
“Women in veils formed big phalanxes. ..

e roup of men in civilian dress
approached us: ‘'We are soldiers’, said one
of them. We looked incredulous, but he
showed us his army card and his comrades
did likewise’’. | |

Meanwhile, strikes have re-started in
the oil industry, cutting supplies down to a
trickle again. In those factories where
workers still turn up, there is little
production.

70 tankers are waiting off the Iranian
coast. There is a 20 mile tailback of lorries
at the Turkish frontier. The Central Bank is
on strike, and business is paraiysed. |

The S"lah's hated dictatorship is more
and more beleaguered. But he is determin-
ed to hang on as long as possible, and Brit-
ain and the US — though expressing more
;pd more doubts — are_ still supporting

.

The workers in Iran must make sure the
Shah goes — for good. And when he does
?o, they must make sure that the bour eois
eaders of the opposition do not steal the
workers’ victory from them.

Workers’ councils — organising the
struggle and preparing for the new revo-
lutionary power — are the way to do that.
All power to the Iranian workers!

BREAD Police go on

‘anti-picket spree.
Demand an inquiry

POLICE ACTION against
bakers’ pickets reached a
high point on Tuesday 12th,
with a mass arrest in Tewk-
esbury.

68 workers arrived at 3.45
am in coaches from Swansea
and Cardiff. They planned to
picket Healings Flour Mill
in Tewkesbury, but since
support from the South Wal-
es miners had not arrived
they decided after a short
meeting to go on to Here-
ford. -

They got back on the
coaches at 4.15 — and the
police swooped. They held
the workers on the coaches
until 9am, then arrested
them on suspicion of caus-
ing criminal damage to
vans at the flour mill.

The pickets were taken to
Cheltenham Police Station
and held for interrogation

until 7pm, when five work-
ers, togetl'mer with the Union
regional organiser, Gloria
Martin, were charged with
causing criminal damage
and the rest were released.

The six people charged
were released on bail, to
appear in court in January.

Under interrogation,
workers were . pressured
by being told that others
had already ‘confessed’.
One picket finally made a
statement which served the
police as a basis to make
their charges. The strikers
were also questioned about
their political beliefs.

We must make sure that
the union organises effect-
ive defence for all arrested
pickets — and a thorough ex-
posure of the role of the pol-
ice during the strike.
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In a list of ‘achievements’, Ford recordé'd — for

example — that ‘‘Foundations were laid for the

better control of four militant stewards on "A’ shift

~ (Bermingham was fired in January 1978 and Wray

‘terminated at the same time — with minimal dis-

ruptive action).”"

" From 21st September, however, Ford were faced |
| not with four militant stewards here or there, but

- with 57,000 striking workers! How will that be re-
corded in the 1978 ° Industrial Relations Statistics’ ¢

'As the strike began, Workers’' Action headlined:

~ “‘Ford: the pay curbs stop here’’. And the 5% limit
was broken. But the Government is still trying to
impose it on more vulnerable public sector workers.
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-cage - that
screaming to break out of,.

1978 BEGAN with troops act?

ing as strikebreakers against

the firemen, and preparing
- to act as

. strikebreakers
against the tanker drivers. It

‘ends with the police smash- -

ing through bakers’ picket
lines, and news coming out

that nearly half the Metro-

politan Police force are train-
ed in use of firearms. -

The. Labour Government
has been leaning more and

‘more heavily on the state
‘machine to keep the class

struggle under control. In

'September, Jack Jones dec-
‘lared that ‘‘The real power is

very much with the perman-

~ ent Civil Service official’’.

As Workers' Action point-
ed out, ‘‘It is not as if the
Civil Service bureaucracyis a
ministers. are

rattling the bars, «calling

. attention to their captivity’’.

On the contrary: the longer

' the Government serves, the
“less scruples the -Ministers
“have about chiming in with
" the civil service chiefs, the -
top army and police com-
“manders, the judges... and

the bankers and the bosses

‘who stand behind them.

The Labour Ministers have
taken to governing capital-

ism as a way of life. Denis
"Healey told admiring bank-
ers that he was going to give.
monetary policy — meaning,

basically, unemployment and

‘social spending cuts — its -

* due importance at long 1ast: - yorkers through blacking. -
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- In the last three months,
~ - the Government’s single- -
* minded .zeal for . Capitalist
. Order has caused:some kick- .
.. backeven among trade union .
- - leaders who had backed all .~
. the previous ‘sacrifices to get
 us through the economic
-+ ¢risis”’. The trade union
~ leaders. had gritted their

teeth for a final short run

through to an October elect- -

ion, and felt cheated when
Callaghan putitoff.
~ The NUJ, the bakers, and

" the T&GWU at Fords have

shown more fight than
unions have done for a long

‘time.

__.AND THE STATE TIGHTENS ITS GRIP
' ‘ . ' A . U iIn a dawn raid on 16th

— January —

Government introduces the

‘Suppression of Terrorism Bill’
into the House of Lords. This
Bill puts inte effect Britain's
support for the European
Anti-Terrorist Convention of
January 1977.

The Convention will make it
‘Red Army -

impossible for |
Faction’ militants to seek poli-

tical asylum in Britain, or Irish -

Republicans to seek asylu

- on the Continent. - E

— APRIL — |
The printer and editorial staff
of the Belfast REPUBLICAN
NEWS are arrested. The paper

atill appears — but it has to be

written and produced ‘on the
run’. |
- — May —-

Iris Mills and Ronan Bennett

are arrested. . Together with
four other anarchists; arrested

 'later, they are charged with

‘conspiracy to cause explos-

- jons with persons known and
~ unknown’’. - 1
‘““These people are part of a

group of idealists who would

take positive steps to over-

throw society’’, police tell the

court. For several months the
six are refused bail and held in

top-security conditions. Iris

Mills, the only woman among

the six, is held in a men’s
prison, in solitary confine-
ment most of the time. At

- Government,
lean on the police and the
~atmy; but they have their

- charges]

But the union leaders, too, |

have been out to suppress
militancy in 1978. Unlike the
they cannot

own resources of bureaucrat-

ic bludgeoning and manipul-

ation. ~

At the end of 1977 the

miners’ union- executive
flatly ignored their members’
ballots and  conference
decisions against incentive

settled the miners’ pay claim
for 10%. ST

Grunwick

‘The Post Office workers’
union fined union officers in- .

volved in the blacking of

Grunwick’s mail a total of -

£1400. The Grunwick work-
ers themselves had their

~ strike left to die, and finally

killed, by APEX. Strike com-
mittee

But the Garners Steak

. House strikers in London are

still solid in a similar fight for
union recognition; and work-
ers at Sandersons in Skeg-

ness actually won recognition .
- for the TGWU this month,
thanks to support from other

The TGWU was also in- .
volved in a major attempted :
purge, -at the Cowley Car
- Assembly’ plant of BL. In

. In December of 1977, the
-workers in that plant elected -
a new leadership. British
'Leyland (a nationalised firm)-
~refused to:recognise Alan .
Thornett as a deputy senior
 steward; and soon-the T&G -
weighed in, with. charges
against 9 Cowley militants. -
" Thecharges went to the
‘regional committee, which

referred them back to the
district committee. Now the

" DC has sent them back to the

Regional Committee, where

- they rest for the moment...

with the bureaucrats no
doubt waiting for a time

‘when they can hammer

their remand hearings, a
massive show of police force
surrounds the court to build
up the right ‘terrorist scare’

~ atmosphere.

The ‘Anti-Terrorist Squad’

— responsible for the arrests
— does not, however, come up

with much evidence. Finally
[in November], the ‘conspiracy
to cause explosions’ charge is
dropped [leaving only lesser
and Iris Mills is
granted bail. |

- — June —

* Colin Thomas, a BBC docu-

mentary director of 16 years’
‘standing, resigns because of
changes demanded in pro-

grammes he had done on
Northern Ireland.'And on ITV,
screens go blank as technic-

ians refuse to broadcast any
alternative In
banned ‘This eek’ pro-
gramme dealing with the treat-
ment of prisoners in Northern
Ireland. | |

| — JULY —

A prisoner released from Dart-
. moor reports that Jake Presc-

ott [who was convicted in the
‘Angry Brigade'  trial] has
been beaten up by warders

because of his courageous
“stand for prisoners’ rights —
- and that, as a result, Prescott

has been charged with ‘ass-
aulting prison officers’.
T ATIGUST —

treasurer Jayaben
Desai said: ‘““Union, TUC, -
Labour Government ... all of
them are the same. It was

- finished by the leadership”’.

“control. | S
This came out at the Lab-

lace of a

through the charges without
the outcry aroused in 1977,
~ In the CPSA, a right wing
- faction for a left-wing vice-
president deposed and the,

whole National
.. on grounds of electoral
irregularities by right wing
branches! |
But the champion would-
be scourge of the Militants in

1978 was Terry Duffy of the
C1S , - AUEw.

schemes, and gave the go- -

ahead for those schemes on
~an area basis. They then

At the Labour Party. con-

ference in October, there was

a big row in the AUEW del-

egation after Hugh Scanion-

(pleading ‘confusion’) failed

to cast the union’s block

vote for  re-selection of
MPs. The union had decided

to vote for making MPs sub-

ject to regular re-selection
procedures, but. Scanlon’s
‘confusion’ tipped the con-
ference decision against re-
selection. .
Duffy was furious — not at
Scanion, but at those who
complained.

Duffy’s dictatorial dreams

soon ran into trouble, how-

ever. In September the

- AUEW . Executive, backing
 up a decision by the Birming-
- ham East DC, decided to
. expel 32 toolmakers at SU
‘Carburettors for the crime of
striking fof pay parity. -
' Soon it became clear that
~the whole of Leyland would -

~ be shut down by strike
“action if the expulsions were
“enforced. The Executive had
-of expulsion ... ‘and the
AUEW leaders also climbed
down on threats to remove
their cards from stewards. at
'BL’s Bathgate plant. -~ .=
Throughout 1978, rank -

and file workers showed
that they were not reddy to

submit easily to the bosses’,
the government’s and the

union leaders’ efforts at

our Party conference. With

the help of the union block

- More television censorship: a

pl:j\i, ,‘Willie and the Legion
Hall Bombing’, is cut by the

. BBC against the protests of
‘both writer and director.

It is about Willie Gallagher,
who is serving a 12 year sent-

ence in Long Kesh after being

convicted, in a no-jury court
and on the basis of an unsign-

‘ed confession, of bombing the

Strabane British Legion Hall in
1976. At the end of August
Willie, facing death, calls off
a hunger strike demanding a

re-trial. His father, Brendan

Gallagher, is still campaign-

"] Metropolitan Police
Commissioner David McNee
says that police . regulartli

" ing on Willie’s behalf.

" break the rules on dealing wi

suspects — and so the rules
should be changed, allowing
police for example to hold

people for up to 72 hours with-
out bringing charges. ‘‘Inter- ~
ur Home

White

esting’’, says La
Secretary Merlyn Rees.
0 A Government
Paper proposes no more than
removing some of the ab-
surdities in' the present sect-

_ijon 2 of the Official Secrets
act. On one point the White
Paper is even to the right of -
the Tories, who do say that
- secrecy classifications should
be arbitrated on by an indep-

endent committee.

Executive
Committee declared immvalid

Monetary ch
Callaghan opposed anyway) =
or over the draft manifesto
(which is rather less ‘red” -

_ “When I'm

President, there won’'t be

‘this sort of arguing” he
thundered. S

“butty

~ ory, whose supporters led " {/;
- the argument -for :defence

demned.

Even some membersofthe -

Cabinet started thinking that
. it was time to get the old .
fake-leftism out. of the.attic

again. Wedgwood Benn and

his co-thinkers have stageda = =~
couple of battles with :Call-
... though ‘battle’ is
too grand a word for the =
uropean .

aghan

clashes over the Europe:
System (which

than 1974’s).

. _— . . .
- . . .
¢

Tribune has shown: less B

sign of life than the Benn -
~ faction. ‘“‘In July we could . -
have thrown out the 5%,

cried Dennis Skinner  MP at
the Tribune -Labour Party

conference meeting.

this tssue’’.

.The other Tribunef"wbrlth-‘

speaker. defending the 5%

limit in the conference de- -
. bate ...

and preferred to
mutter about the 'altemative

The mood in the debates:

on racialism and re-selection,
meetings, showed that there
T4 SN TR &

feeling -abroad. It - had

growing organisational
‘expression in- the Socialist -
Campaign for a Labouf:'--.Vict-._j.; §

54
Ll 1

" The Labour Cabinet think
they know . how to govern
capitalism, 'using the power -
of the capitalist state to
steamroller any problems, .
In the process, however, they
~are béginning (though-only = -
beginning, -as yet) to.lose
their ability to govern .over '
the Labour Party:and the .

8
s 0
.t

trade unjons. = - .5

men, riot shields, and bull- -

dozers, evict 160 squatters
from Huntley St in Camden —
“just after Camden Council and

thee GLC had concluded an

agreement on rehousing them, - .

— SEPTEMBER —

Astrid Proll is arrested, to face

ment, who are pursuing heron

‘terrorist’

charges dating back.

It looks like there could be a -
hitch in the extradition. After
coming to England in 1974,
Proll married a British citizen -

— and so she is entitled to

law does not permit Britain to

extradite its own citizens to

'So... the law is changed, by -
" a quick Order in Council com-
* ing into effect on 3rd October.  °

— OCTOBER —

against a prisoner ge

ed with drugs against his will. ~

— NOVEMBER —

vote, the 5% lnmtwas con- |

u.:'we .
“had to call Callaghan’s bluff,
make clear we could not put
- up with the 5% in advance,
and challenge him to bring
~down his own government on -

“ies, however, remembered
- that their revered leader
- Michael Foot had been the

- economic strategy’ instead.

‘ squads against fascism and .
against - all- immigration .
- controls. AR T

extradition proceedings by -
the West, German govern-

British citizenship herself. The

Prisoners at Gartree senze
control of the jail in protest -
etting dos-

The ‘ABC’ trial ends, with
token sentences on the three -
defendants. The trial had:
started as a warning. to inquis- -
itive journalists. It ends as & =
warning . to clumsy - secret
_policemen.. o
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of East European ‘social-
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' hﬁnwdhmmmcomnm s servility toward

© are organising no support for the industrial cml SErvants.
T Whtle‘o.r?p:;rumopmethe new 5% pay limit, they
. are making it quite clear tha they have no intention of

' YHE lEYtAND WORKEIS
| e clovi

‘- committee have piedged

T8 for the resistance at
and it bobks as if
r Confedeutiw of Shipbuild-

plant at which
: wmy thutene':i

. come out on the 9th,

R ¢ 12 at Euston
" .- K should be a rallying point
.- especiaty  tor al} eylan&
+ workers and for trade union- -

* . What turned the scales -
in favour of fighting, rather

| answer”’
bem sacked.
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.jieotmm Lcﬁbs!:ienoendj ug"elecbonhml time is commg,
ind jim Calfag
h?tr':dnmgiﬂdashavethemubmge They

doirig anv g to break it.

The industrisl civil servants have shown that there is a .
rmodtnt‘hcmdt class which has had-enough of
Toryism in Labour ang trade union clothing. In the coming
months, it will be the jeb of the Socialist Campaign for 3
Labour Victory to organise and speak up for workers who
say: we must keep the Tores out, but at the same time we
st start organising inside the the 1abour movernent awnst
Caliuhm and the n'ht wing leadershlp
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SOCIALIST

ELECTION

" CAMPAIGN

| Mppd/§

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
AUGUST 1868 °
Ap.é

BUKHARIN

. APPEAL

‘ p.7

DOCKS, POEUY,

LONGBRIDGE

-Ap.8

DEFEND BRICK LANE! Be there every Sunday 9am or earﬁer

1 On 25th Jul the Government gave orders to lock out

industrial cw:l servants who were blacking work on
Polaris submarines as part of their campaign for

‘pay rises above the 10% limit... and to send the

navy in to get the nuclear weapon carriers ready for
sea. It was a matter of “commltment to the NATO

alliance’’.

N

We said: ‘‘Not one of the old heroes of the Camp-

“aign for Nuclear Disarmament spoke up to condemn

the Government’'s concern to keep Polaris on the
seas. Not one of the MPs who have made so. much

No.99 Apr 22-29. 19?8 10p

“D*LMM
- They decded this at
*Mass meeting on Saturday

15th. The Leyland combine

0# & sheering Union
n:mls ml have to to do

The next- ‘steps in the V
struggle aire n} mass dg;mm
stration  in werpoal  on

Day, and on 2 one-day
Strl‘L of Parlia- -

MtntonMay .The No1

-by closwre — has doudedto_

Liverpool  Trades Cooncil
is organising trains to Lond-
“on. (The march to kbby
Parliament will assembie

ists throughout the tandon
area).

than the. line of take the

m;m T!edetmls of Levland Is ;e

terms, Teved

ed on Thursday 13th.

* ¥Yhe press has been feed- -
ﬁrsLthnd workers with

of mv-outs ‘ot several - Then-it turned ¢ut the
pountls  each money offered was in 1erms

Even that much wouldn't.  of hundreds, not thousands
- . last dong, o<omparedtothe As  the Guardiar  report
N B dole ed, '"The average length of
“- " qQueue that must face anyone service at the plant is abaut
four vears and a 22 vear
side these days; nor wo d old man whe had been there
it compensate for the demor- for that time would recewe.

long wait on the

fosing their job on Mer

alisatior and misery of only £65Q7"
long-term  unemployment

~ But the promises seemed more urgency in the fight-
.attractive ~ ‘ back. - An

There ~still needs to be

effective fight

Speke workers

aganst the closure 13 going
W depend on  eccupying
the plant, but as yet there 15
only vague talk about that
The next mass meeln
15n ¢ to be until May 131E
— by which ime the sched-
uled closure date of May
26th wil be less than two
weeks off’ .

The - Trages Council
and -“the Oistnet - Labour
Party are stll dragging

GOURT TO FASCIST: | WISH YOU LUGK
GOURT TO ANTI-FASCIST: 6 WEEKS JAIL

il. _
984 4
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llw.-dln-h. e NF can pv round citing rere-
“%ﬁ meed sad chanting shane with
same foie. K comid b pagvyd e gy
Kim wasat yoi I Lowishan N a ul dght fw Nosemal
-mu-muu— Farte iweker Kingobey fead @ o0
- ik plate. the poliee’y e i dhr meguber of ax Al
fruine-up (alled. Mg b weing ~Oune dova,
. fmgtoed  of theovlag = oy il b go~ — Jmdge Mc-
m-‘m Aeman e saef 1 wwb vaw
TRl -t x4 B amineind b g
it et o

!
’ h
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poni the judpmesi. Perhapa K
did-r(nlawkhmumdu

ance o the law.

to NATO"".

‘| demagogic noise about the EEC had a word to say
| about the Government’s servility SRR SIS N
“ 1. The workers evéntually had to settte for a margig

, ally improved pay offer.

their leet over the decision
by a Merseyside labour
movement delegale coni-
erence on April &b 1o set
up 3 councit of action against
chosures  and  uremploy-
meal.

i workers at Speke and ]

e o T
ic1al leadership to

rse the struggle them
coukd find that the resound-

«(ng_ speeches just go on
and on | with very litthe

« acton  to  match, untl

swddenly they are cut short
by the axe of closure
But the. will ta fight is
there among the rank and
file And z0 is the power

Transkai fallz sut with
- Versier

Dage 2
. The itatlan CP and the
pages 4-5

YOars a sociellst
militant
page &

Soclailam

page ?
The making of Phase

Four
page 3

‘historic compromise’ | |

Hsrcy McShane: 881 | .

Labour Cempaign for]:

BAKERS’
UNION
ELEVENTH
HOUR
FIGHTBACK

Irrsvmlliudoerutud
this call

Regronal officials Rave been

| sinking chances of a fight-

back by amranging for the

The solyrion which can safe-
guard hakery workers' jobs
is the matioaabsation of the
whole indasity. withowst ¢om-
pensarion, and the impoition
of . work-yharing with mo ioas
of pay. Overtiime bans ¢an
start ihz resistance. b to wim
it occupatwms  and  strike
Aciia n &l be neoded.

-On April 15th the British Leyland Speke workers de-
"clded to resist the closure of their factory
- was no fead given to occupy ... end eventually the
jObS were massacred.

.. But there

Also in April, Spillers, one of the three big baking

A ”,monopo[' ies, announced they were ending bread
| production. The Spillers managing dlrector said:
- |. ““They (the Government) now accept this is in the

| "mterests of everybody, and that this is the right
. The ‘right answer’ meant 8, 000 workers

The Bakers’ Union leaders managed to head off

any immediate struggle. But a series of local battles
followed, over manning levels and excessive over-
1 time. And now, with a national strike, the rank and -
,\._ﬁle bakery workers are showmg what ‘their |dea of
the rlght answer’ is. |

The old repression,

the new reformism

German economist, Rudolf
ublished ‘a critiqu'e

ism’, through the publishing
house of the West German
trade union federation.

. In [East Germany, his
book, The Alternative, won

him immedi‘ate arrest on P

charges of ‘espionage’, a
secret trial, an eight-year
sentence (handed wn in

- June), and rejection of his

. (in  November).
Marxists

appeal
Among - genuine

-everywhere, The Alterna-
~ tive was received as ‘‘the”
most ambitious attempt at a

Marxist theoretical explana-

‘tion of the Stalinist states
~ yet to come from the growing

communist opposition within
those states’’.
Workers’ Action pubhshed

a critical appreciation of

“Bahro’s book in June, and
the book has come out in
- English this month. Bahro’s
own words are sufficient

comment on the East Ger-

man apparatchiks:

The commumst move-

ment exists only if in its daily

practzce it overthrows some-

thing of the existing condi-
trons and brings general
emancipation, and reol
equality and freedom, noti-
ceably closer.

against

'only reproduce what exists
- and defend it with terror
any  progressive

criticism are neither object-

T hose who'

‘homelands’ set aside for them by the apartheid re

~ABOVE: BLACK South \ Africans Bioe a their shanty-town
homes are bulldozed in order to drive them into the 80- called |

gime. That

was one of 1978’s events which made headlines only in the left

- press.

For the racist press, it was a year of massacres in Africa;

first and foremost the Kolwezi massacre, during the revolt

in Zaire in May, but also the killings of missronaries and

others in Rhodesia.

Even in Kolwezi, more blncks were killed than whites. And
only a few days before, over 50 black peop

ple, mostly women

and children, were shot dead  in Rhodesia when Smith’s
“troops opened fire on a hidden eurfew-brealung nationalist

meeting.

No big headlines for that massacre: nor for the martial law

in Rhodesra, nor for South Africa’s new law making any black

~worker unemployed for more than 122 days in the year liable
to deportation or forced labour.

- lan Smith’s ‘‘internal settlement” set up in March, was
‘vigibly crumbling towards the end of the year, and Smith

- offered talks to the Patriotic Front..

in between sending

| troops to slaughter people in the guerilla camps in Mozamb

~ ique and Zambia.

But South Africa’s leaders hardened their stand. ’l‘he re-

fused to accept the United Nations

proposals for Namibla

[South West Africa], and organised their own sham elections
there. All significant parties bar the South African sfooge
organisation DTA boy ootted the election, and then several

leaders of the nnnona.hst movement SWAPQO were arrested
in the South African govern-

just before the voting?

When large-scale corruption

ment was revealed a few
the judge who had exPoeed

were ... and

e scandal was sacked.

eanwhlle Britain's Labour leaders were sending an emiss-
ary to Southern Africa to plead with these racists, and squirm-
ing to find excuses for the fact that the nationalised oil firm
BP had been supplying oil to Rhodesia, directly or indirectly,

strmght through UDI and up to September 1978

. ' . . : it
¢

ively nor subjectively comm-
unists,
they lay claim to. The ruling
party -apparatus has as little

whatever doctrine

Dissidents in the USSR

ﬂalso met with repression.
o \Shcharansky and his friends
got more publicity from the

‘Western press: unlike Bahro,
who says ‘I was and I am

decidedly for the non-capi tal-

ist foundations of the GDR

1" theyare right-wmgers. o
- -But Workers’ Action com-
“If they have anti-
socialist polmcal views, that-
Is not a crime to be dealt with.
by’ labour camps and jails.
| And if secret contacts with
imperialist governments are
a crime, then among the first

mented:

criminals are... the bureau-
crati¢ rulers in the USSR.

 Time and again they have '

made secret deals with im-

- perialism at the expense of
‘the mtematzonal working

class’’. |
Two groups of workers

- who tried to set up independ-

ent trade unions in the USSR

‘were bundled into psych-
iatric hospitals. -

protest agamst the sham
official ‘unions’ was echoed

by a group of Polish workers -

who wrote: “‘The high funct-

ionaries... have luxury villas,.

- fine cars, holiday houses and
comfortable, .well-funushed

accommodation... The Polish

worker spends 75% of his
income on food, and he has

- scarcely enough left to buy a
[And] the

pair of shoes..
trade unions... represent in

reality the interests of the
state apparatus and notthose §

of the workers’’.

‘Bahro’s attack on conserv- ¥

ative ‘commimnism’ indicts
the West European Commu-
nist Parties too, despite
Bahro’s personal sympathy
for ‘Eurocommunism’.

The ‘Eurocommunists’ offer-
ed vague phrases of support

for the dissidents in the East,
but only for the sake of

bourgeois-democratic resp-

ectability. In their own

~arenas of action they had al-

most -as little thought of

| ‘overthrowing existing condi-
tions”’ as the Eastern bureau-

crats.
The French CP S 'leadln |
thinker, Jean Ellemsteln

wanted the party to drop t'he" .

name Communist. After the
Left's defeat in France's
March election, there was

much wrangling within the
CP.

- Eurocommunism
~clearer in 1978... and its -
grand claims to be a new
movement of the Left faded
The Spanish and
French CPs put aside their

But their

d the Alternative

IN AUGUST 1977, an East

'.Man‘y accurate crmclsms

of the CP’s bureaucratism

‘'were . made; but the critics,
mostly intellectuals, went no ',

further to the left than calls

to .revive the old Popular

Front strategy of the 1930s,
and as far to the right as

calls for the CP to- frankl |
dlsavow all revoluttonary

aims and dump its demagog- )

ic attacks on social demo-

cracy. The CP leaders caut- - |
; iousl let Elleinstein and his
-co’-thinkers ‘blaze .the trail

for them to follow later.

Santiago Carrillo, the less -

cautious leader of the Span-

k ": 1sh CP, was already saying:

“For us, Leninism is no

,h Ionger the Marxism of today
&4 ... we must go beyond a ser-
il iles of classical theses of Len-

inism, which the FEuropean
CPs have in realuy forsaken
for many years’’.

In April the Sp anish CP
‘Lenin-

-ofﬁcnally dumped
ism’. It pursued policies to

‘suit: backing for the mon-
S48 archy, for the ‘Moncloa Pact’
‘social - contract’),

| | | ~ and for the ollce agamst -
in- common wrth commumsm | P

 as the Grand Inquzsrtor with
Jesus Christ”’.

(Spam 'S

terrortsm

‘The Italian CP has heen N
“more prudent with its gener-
‘al ideological- |
but even more shameless
- practically..
‘agreed to start backing the

statements,
In March it

Chrlstlan Democrat govern-

ment with its votes in Parl- -
iament, in return for... prac- o
* tically nothmg R
- The CP has msxsted on
wage controls and cuts in
public spending, and says it
“wants no more nationalisa-
‘tion. The working

preaches, should learn to
support ‘austerity’ as a pro-
gressive alternative to the
vices of consumer society!

"The CP also mounted big
together
~with the Christian Democra-

demonstrations,

¢y, in defence of the ‘demo-

cratic state’ against the Red

Brigade terrorists.
The squalid essence of
 became

away.

musings about Gramsci

and went for each other tooth ..
and claw over the Common.
Market question. The French
CP (like the French middle
class) wants Spain kept out
of the EEC; the Spanish CP
(like the Spanish middle

class) wants Spain in.

Rudolf Bahro was alled for
8 years for 'espionage’ -

class, it

{
Y




fadioa i SO N

in Wolverhampton after
! being attacked by a white

I which shocked wide layers of

" THE YEAR opened with a

sickening  court  verdict,

new polic_ies on TV with a call
for an immediate and signif-

slap on a two-months’ ban on

marches in the Metropolitan
area. The NF are able to go

celebrities, - the- - professors

- and the playwrights, to no

black-bashin
lines, this
respectable.

 TANIIARVY  Tha Lt | liberal opinion and virtually ahead with a big election the parliam
- Cotﬁ?lr?o':vﬂl'\:e J:ﬁ*'om} s . S BB - S 4 killed the new Race Relations meeting under heavy police COMMITTE
o Immiarants: report dar:hot Act. National Party Chair- protection. ©The ANTI- Immigration
ir the rgte of refu%al gf enta ~man John Kingsley Read NAZI LEAGUE say the ban deed a gl
i " to wives and children frorr: ‘citement to racist violence for is an important victory. having the.
- Banqladesh had risen from HEE & dae = oS his "One down, one million (The following month ANL of the sig!
| 10%9 to 39% in one ear. to go” speech delivered after spokesman- Paul Holborrow Labour MPs
And we heard that in mew- the death of Gurdip Singh repeats this, at a rally Ag- unite Wﬂhz
E | castle police in a dawn raid Chaggar. The verdlct was ainst Blanket Bans; while ANL sponso
- on70 f%mllles had arrested' worse in view of the defence other muddieheads bleat  The repol
.. ' 24 Bangladeshis as ‘illegal S . . .. L L) immadh ~case that he only said it in about the Public Order Act precise quot
- immi rgnts One Rug a fun (1), and the Judge’s being misused as 1t was sub-contines
LF Ali, “?as still in Durl"lam tail comments that opposition to created to deal with Mosley’s straight Pak
o after 40 days, and Ne,w— black immigration was reas- Blackshirts, or come up with ternal chec
E castle Trades Council : ‘'was  onable as they use facilities helpful suggestlons for the (i.e.passlav
L campaigning for his release LB needed for ordmary English police to use the Race be spent o
: | paigning ST T . people. And he ended by Relations Actinstead.) ~ 'phony fian

- FE‘BBUARY ,4»0‘ ar-. g saying to Read I wish you Workers' Action comment- over 12.not

rested in E.Londgn.- "’“998| L luck. ed on the newly émerging dependents

immigrant’ raid.  And " The Tories’ race expti‘l't ANL: “‘The central problem their . pare

| seven blacks were arrested Keith Speed heralded their is this: it commits the liberal ‘B tighter F

laws (to turr
second clas:s

| ‘gang. KKK graffltl are i icant cut in the rate of im- action at all; and meanwhlle civil rights).
. 5 common in the town. migrant entry. - The Tori
On the 18th, the Young 2,000 Police turned out to the_lr,-pohcn
National Front was publicly get 100 NF members into very little: |
launched in Birmingham, Hyde Town Hall for a meet- five Labou
courtesy of the Tory Coun- ing. The Front’s . coaches swallowed t
cil. Agamst council policy, - got a police escort past the put their na:
~ they got the Digbeth Hall, 1000 anti-fascists. Call for Later in {
- on the grounds tnat it was'a ie ‘the removal of Manchester | Home Offic
\ prlvate_ af_f.alvr' it’ S .abOL'It pollce boss James'Anderton. . gave the go
as private as_ .l'-!ltler s In FEBRUARY Anderton . of the Sele
Nuremburg rallies - Fre- obliges agaln, provjdmg the It re]ected
~marked the city's anti- | B . same police turnout at Bolton - and the 12
, fascists, and mobilised a ~- a Town Hall. This time 3000 . | dependenh
.showmg - against. it, In [T o anti-fascists - come; 21 are' . ‘general line
MARCH ~ Hornsey ;- . arrested (many - of- them [ . already -
Labour Party had its win- . Asians) as a result ofapohce Kennith Singh — first death“ against the |
- dow put in by fascists.-And - " . charge before the 100 fas- | ‘boasted that
;2231;;930':9"3 attentded an | . N cists arrive. . it commgts the revolutzonar- Wepqﬂationf
 raliy. SCISt, ‘anti-racist ' S T T T _ "~ Thatcher’s big bld for the - ies of the SWP to limit their ecutions un
KKK Gran d lear d paid wo Bengalis released from pohce custody by militant crowds: racist vote. On TV, her propagandato what is accep- ~and the ni
a visit to Britain. Tho% h | | S o | genteel voice pl‘Onounces the .table to the liberals, or even entrants d
Rees issued an order. fgo L T ¢ | rabble-rousing ‘worry’ that to actasamouthptece forthe moved, we
h r with intent to comnﬂ't 8 arrested at a building site 4 | the British character wdl be liberals, as Paul Holborrow ~between2a
ls.removal pql.lc‘e some- fellonious offence” is in it- dispute in E.London (while | swamped by pecvple of an has done over McNee's, ‘than in 19
_._how_ failed to find him' as - self a crime? You can get 3 white pickets were |9ft | | alien culture. " ban on marches. ... 'March Tories).
~he toured . the country, up t° 3 months’ jail even if untouched) came wup " The gutter press chimes in separ&ztely ‘strike together’'- - Other sug
glvmg radio interviews, - you 've done nothing at all court. 'Seven found u;lty | w1thout delay . ’Maggze s is the traditional slogan of such as exti
posing in front of Big Ben, but be noticed by a cop. of obstruction and fined. got it right" clanns the Mail, the united front. But the ANL es (eg comj
- and attending a ¢ross- The law says this has to 100 bUilding workers ‘from launchlng ‘an melon poll' is the opposite. The SWP more string
burning or two in the have happened twice — but all over London marched in . based witchunt that echoes march under the banner of alreadyin h
Mldiands ~ police get round that by proj:'est,.a'nd 1000 signed a [ for days in the national "the liberals; but when it =~ WA cor
t‘zgt'g:ng ] ttlgelr | vue’gm - petition demandmg an press. comes to striking against the line of the
- " onl mmr::?;: a":rets 42% g; Investigation. Ly A by-election in the heav- fascists, the SWP are left on clear: oo
| y P OJJUNE/JULY Print |p % ily Jew15h Tiford area. With their own, or are held back means ' pai

- Judqe McKinnon. ‘I wish you

fl - they're lying?"’.

London Sus arrests in one

year were of blacks. No
jury trial is allowed, and

convicted of Sus put it,
‘“What do ybu expect the
magistrate to do? Tell four
Flying Squad officers

In Blackburn a 60-year
-old woman Labour councnl-
lor was attacked by two
thugs who invaded the LP
offices the day after she

'Against the Nazis formed,
favouring expulsion of NF

and support for print &

material.

A Tavistock Instltute Sur- |

vey reveals racial discrim-
ination .in civil service job

hirings. In. AUGUST, the
Edinburgh District Trades
Council rejected state bans
on fascists and committed
itself to organise demon-

strations and rallies to stop

maglstrates ~give polqce >
SO% “comvictions, A¢ the ecie workers refusing 1o i3
“mother of a .12-year-old

a large turnout against the
Front on the cards, pohce

by their liberal allies.’’

Another spate of \publlc.

- gutter-raczsi
~ those misle

well’, he told the fascist leadel' had denounced the Frontin ¢ ;_ascwts. esting . of e TeION of e Netert prene 1o o

APRILL] A Labour & Council meeting. In. el it arade o e Pt Ead ot Sunde o ARre
'Club in Nottingham  dis- R,_oqhdale, a couple and OCTOBERL] A grOUp M:'r:pt:hae::wla?cg‘:’f the N!-ssnnoummu: came ' :‘?:':il
“ their baby Gscapod after in court for the SadIStIC tirrent of advice for the ANL. Divert (he Carnival o ;\h:[lf'f;

. the East End, argued the Hackney and Tower Hamlets
Defence Commitiee.
Every. secisrian group in (own jumped on the
handwagon 10 denounce the ANL. for wol diverting 10

. { compun
as a
This is

| covered that NF had been
; members for ages and re-

their house had been set

murder of a tramp in East [y
on fire. A NF slogan had A

London said they’d taken

permaine
. Bul,a

. gﬂ"tlﬂg there '1Whe£ ;hey been painted on thqir wa“. pan Il'l m attacks On :?l:zb!.'i;{: ':l;dﬂ::i‘:'o;gg"l::z,:hin:;l:mo::.::: icl.:;‘:or

egan 10 wear their badges ' tnq couple had a'Labour Asians and vagrants over S 0id he ANT. wnd Rock Agsinst Racism take the ‘ade
‘ Bnd assaLI'ted an LP Off' C- two ea rs &&xht decision in pressing shead with the Carnival? '"'“%“m
E ‘al th t th n out pOSter in the W|ndow Y MICK (,o:nw. NRYS yes. ' | Share
| . 1a ,A e¥t90 row < ﬁ':e . In Waltham Forest (E The next week NF th ugs n.;‘"r»'.t;:iisnigzﬁ The ANL so:oti:‘; ::.hﬂ?:?g:i%gsig ~ :;:}",-é;::
| n attempt to set fire to | \n4on) "NF invaded and brutally attacked a passing g s

the IMG’s London premises

e Spﬂ:tal Patrot Group on dany
‘ aeed the NF march

was claimed by Column 88.

broke up a Socialist Unity

cyclist in Gt. Eastern Street
outside the Front’'s new HQ

Socumst Challen ge argue I

3 meetln “‘The ANL s failure to provide for adequate
NUPE and the Communist Nmeg Asian pickets after a ’Paki-bashing’ defence of Brick Lane during Carnival 2 - _’problem in the East End wa
Party got bombs ln the | 'spree in nearby Brick symbolises for many militants, inside and won’t (yet) defend themselv

post. "

Lane. Their vic}im needed

outsnde the ANL, its wealmeeses." o

can’t do the job for them’. Aft

24th, they lald the fault w:th
and victimised community, an
SWP/ANL leadership. =~ “

Workers’ Action and other
ported the defence of Bric
aﬁed ‘sectarians”and ‘mindles
Now, lo and behold, an abo
change in position — whlch W
welcomes — must confuse the

The NUR executwe dec- | .
|_ded to kick National Front
members ouf of the union,
at which veteran red-hunt-
er Woodrow Wyatt scream-
ed about freedom and dem-
ocracy. GMWU  and
ASTMS branches sent res-

64 stitches for *head injur-
ies. Martin Webster com-
mented: ‘‘Some of our
youngsters got a bit over-
excited’’. |

- In Bury, two socialists
‘were attacked in the street
when a van drew up and six .

IR I  Socialist Challenge, Tth December

TWO MONTHS after the Socialist Workers’

" Party hypocritically stated that the SWP and
the Antx Nazi League ‘made’ mistakes’ in
relation to Brick Lane on September 24th,
the International Marxist Group have
sneaked in a critical stance. -

Up until last week the IMG was totall un-

. olutions .t° their union con- Koy fascists leapt out. They repent&nt about its own and the ANL's pohcy ~ers who defended the’ IMG s
| _action as the NUR had bricks and a paraffin ‘East London and leaving everyone elseatthe [t has’ taken two months
o taken. | lamp from a nearby site. / concert in South London, Socialist Challenge criticism made by the SWP: to
MAYOD A o 'And ANL b Y r -~ Socialist Challenge saw the fascist march - minds of the mlheu SC tries to

LIMZ A _report on o members guard- towards Brick Lane as a provocation — and from there into SC itself. ]

Sus asked: Outside the ing a Bury synagogue on against the Camwau Brick_ Lane and the problem with the | htlcs Ofm
knows that to be ‘‘a sus- KKK Wizard — poiice couldn’t = Hitler’s Crystal Night were Syd Bldwell‘ ANL sponso, md concern was the need' of the IMG to tag tail-ending won' tchange t_a_ck |
find him, but Journahsts could attacked supporter of race quotas . ‘along with the SWP. | ‘ R

pected - person loite’ring
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brothers "against their .jail |
-sentences for self-defence |
against a white thug attack is
heard. Sukvinder Singh’s

3 months sentence is reduced

% No platform for fascists .

% End all immigration controls .
* Labour movement assistance for black self defence
* Labour movement organisations to form workers’

) ) . . R )
= v e b . - n ' N
. . . . R

‘defence gro - to a fine, but his three | [T EET s
% No (:gall’fjgr'ssitate bans | | | brothers are left to serve | = =~ - | S e N
% Scrap the 'Sus’ laws; oppose police h ' f th - ferms of seven, fhree and | | i
black il i Oppose police harassment of the ~ two years. 10,000 people | ot
. Fascits o e it b b e sign a petition o the Home [N eJ QYN KolUn el B |
% Fasc_lst.s 9ut qf the unions. Open racists to be purged Office for their release. | ' - {
from all positions in the labour movement. | | September 24th — the | IREI_ AND NOW! S
| - : ANL’s Carnival Two. 100,000 |- - B
L S - - march from Hyde Park to ~ T T, g -
o S . - | S Brilxtontoh}e]ar Elvis Costello NG 1 N L e gz Sl UN
. e e L U - — leaving the National F | i o
g.;hlts the. he_ad- - ional pogromists of the NF'', tihe earlier. Trades Council  In June, a national confer- to -mau-chg unolraqposelcliatg r?llnl; B
time rendered At a meeting in Brent officials arehauledoff. @ ence of anti-fascist commit- East End. | - .,
by the report of ~about racist attacks, the local In London, an amazing tees is convened to set up a Despite a plea from the | g |
eEntaryRSELECg  police boss claimed he only 80,000 turned out for the national organisation. We Asian community to divert L
-.'.Itpn act‘f a.n- .h';td a.clupboard-full of men -at'_ Antl‘ Nazi League’s first .blg comment: “The fundamental the Carnival and stop the N
t :@PQ a;s ltn ~ his disposal. The meeting, carqlval. .ROCR Against - guestions are: what is the NF, Carnival organiser: go ;'
o Jit(r)a -l':g'l‘h ;; ts); .cAalled;-l:y th'e. Breﬂt dlndlﬁn Racism, which had been org- minimum adequate basis for ahead, .assuring the crowds -
atures of five | ssgcla ‘1;?1_1; freca. ed th le. ;inlsmglollllg? ;han the ANL, aq united front campaign that Brick Lane is safe from B g
(including Trib. ;zl;jln (;ar hﬁzl OG pohqeka;al - took muc.h ok'td e'c:ednt. But againsr racism and fascism? attack. WA, together with - - _ _ R o] i '-
m Wison and G ¢ to we p Grunwick boss molst of the kids marched as And what relationship should Socialist Charter, distributes TSI ERENACRE SRTASE aeoeren g M o | [
.:SydBidwell) d.eorge Ward, and wentonto well as coming for the music. there be between those fight- 20,000 leaflets asking people | Siimetie oiftimsis SmnsLom o gy
i wher S iscuss self-defence — one- The liberals most visible at ing for that programme and 10 join the Brick Lane defend- | R=w=a=? @Rnimem Boiavoes Thmilfds SRem T %
g of .th? major issues of the the ANL’s beginnings were the ANL?’ WA proposes to ers. 1000 or so turn out to | pErmmmerid SETSdens R T mu ot o St byt St iod fohioe Sy E
 fromthe Indian  year in the immigrant com- now overwhelmed by a mass the conference a 7-point e | e R e e s e
-bashing) @ In-  On April 20th in East combative youngsters. it to adopt and in turn fight el Tl S et o St ey et e g .
s and- controls London, 10-year old Kennith  But the next day the within the Anti-Nazi League i B s o Tama i ey S —
s) B more to Singh is battered to death National Front marched — for the ANL to adopt. These | - SNEEINEEEN. Bt i SRah TeetRE geninad RTRSaE
1 snooping out' and left lying in a waste "unopposed for the first time Pproposals are respectively l A RTINS ST BITOLMGE e e SRS ‘
€s” B children area where racist daubings ever — from the West End to ignored and rejected, and the .| 1 SR el ey % el oy Sheeens RS RIS S
0 Ee classed as cover the'wva:}f:. Fr;,; Brodie Hoxton. The ANL knew gonfer.ence founders in con- | B el e L R o
WRO can join writes in : ""Man now  about it, fuse tell tusion and lack of focus. e D o ,
ts here, . and travels to the moon ... and thel'l Carn?;l;l'recmwddst? t:ll} A GLC ghetto plan for East _ - g:;;;oqtggge on tbegth annlversary of the “Bloody
ritish nationality this civilised society can still though as we said, ‘‘one End Asians is rejected by a | = SEEEF - SO a Aft Y t assacre "’; erry. =~ .- .. .
blacks here into vomit  forth . undigested announcement would have mMmass meeting in Spital- War- er ten yeabrs of bitter, open CONﬂl_?t_. signs of :
citizens with no  barbarism, ignorance and -wiped the Front march out of fields. We're going to stay li |: wearmgss: began to appear in the .Br'?t'.Sh, Estab- | )
e - savagery. ... Racist attacks existence'’. The ANL’s here and fight the NF. WA’s - s inaT:: tA‘: 3rs'4tt1h:th[?allllz M_l,rror- DUbI.lshed an edit-
S .now . publish such as the slaying of a timidity was ‘‘a recipe for comment: “The GLC's prop- | ~ - = CERT b 1| ies’’ the \%rote uB' it or m%re than three centur-
S, which differ little boy with a packet of misleading, “demoralising osal to create separate est- Sukvinder Singh Virk — his united —y-but‘ nited r a'_.';'.an '.Irel_and have ~b°°"] [
’s clear that the polo mints and a jelly snake and dissipating the thous- 4tes for Asian families is no 3 brothers are still injail studded with violance, and. o Srained with bgod,;
~ MPs simply in his pocket become the ands of young workers who @nswer to racist violence. | | e TI'?e ti?nev::;s :é(#‘en?e,.and D o O Oppression. |
ie Tory line and supreme evidence of racial - are now prepared to fight the While racialism exists on the prevent the Nazis marching I he lri ° tor @ new start. One}hat would |
1€S tOit. - - superiority. ' _ 4 Front"’ Our head]ine RED ~present Scale- no area .iS- ‘tO thetop end Of the Lane @ OWWt © |r|Sh DQOP|?‘t0rule themselves' - |
ie year (July) a  MAY DAY. In Leeds, a SUNDAY BIACK MON- 'safe’’. Thereal answer was but as the defenders .dis. | h & commented: “'Yes, get the troops out. Get |
:: White Paper traditional May Day rally DAY expressed our view of for the labour movement to perse; 60 fascists swoop and | t|em_ out without delay, and unconditionally. But |
ernment’s view organised by the Trades the flawed promise of the 0¢ prepared to take on the smash intoan Asianshop. a'so organise solidarity with the Republicans who - : '
t Cttee. report. Council is disrupted by police. ANL. -~ | task of building workers' In contrast to the earlier | o, 'nting for a democratic unification in Ireland, g
Aternal controls because of a ban on marches  in the LOCAL ELECTIONS -4¢fence squads to go to the rampage, which was featur- | gzcirirgt?";/ev eslfem'a :_‘I.y wg:\ ¥70 sociallsts fighting for
sar age-limit for in the area imposed some later that week. the Front’ aid of the Asian community’s ed on the front pages of the | ' 2 OneOrs, epUDIC. y - __h
hildren. But its - T o TR TR TIORUS - selfdefence. ~ left press, only WA reports | ¢ The actual policy of the Labour Government was
was that we're .~ On June 11th, 150 white this one. The line in Socialise | '°_Feéduce the Army presence in Northern Ireland
'di"g 13}0'“8" ' s. - lh N i r youths, ‘many sporting NF Worker and Socialist Chal- _somgwha} — and to rqu more heavily on Special Air
lack bastards. It ) op e | az s : . badges, rampage down Brick lemge is that the Front Serwces undercover’ terror operations and on the |
{'the number of S IIIEI'CII . Lane, smashing shop win- march was a provocation in- | | oestant-dominated Northern Ireland police force. =
srders ... pros- e A1 On |- dows. Police arrive after tended solely as an attempt But the Irish people fought back against attempts |
er thel971 Act, : the aS' Bnd - | 30 minutes from their nick to spoil the carnival. So, as to _cn(l}m.alls‘e_" -th.emf'.' : T T I o
nber ‘of illegal = - AR ENRSE SEanEws . round.the.corner, arrest 20, WA comments, . ‘‘the: ANL. .} . -Sonviction leads to. imprisonment_in places like . | S
ected and. re-. .. -. ..Tve Nasie aie archini thin afternoss in the Eest Kavl w colebents . - .- and charge justthree. -~ . festival = continues,” ~‘'un- |- H-Block at Long Kesh — where 300 prisoners |
y ey Foting Gsiz wew HQ 15 Shoreditoh. They 're benking eu all . spoiled’,  while have been protesting for over two years now against |

'3 times higher

police resourc-
iterisation) and
mented:  '‘The
2qjor parties is

—

fering to  the
and the fears of
by the profess-

rmittec and the
feague, ° the

v not'yel won

» ouwnr defence.
ty  basis lor
pelence.

pa. . (I LaKTS (he

p Chagper or
arouse . the -
Ewhole. It ina
only a Iew

> prepared  to
the NF march

e the redt

" (under the

nt checks are

race relations’

i

" Assembie }

duu-luddlmodqh'ﬁoM.‘.v
Nazis reckoa they will be free to lord it over the strests areund Brick
| -m.pmmmmnnmmumu :

‘Hackney & Tower Hamlets Defesce Commitise this aNernoon. |
You'll mise the music; but if Brockwell Park comes to East Londos,
‘the Naxzis will have made the biggest mistake of their lives. -

~Two weeks later, an orgy
of fascist violence
murder. Ishaque Alj,

and
45

. Street by three white youths. -
At the same time, the ANL’s
- offices in Soho are set on
-fire, causing massive dam-
age. "NF rules OK" is left
scrawled on the wall. Later

that day, a mini-rampage in
Brick Lane is stopped by
Bengali youth — several of
whom are arrested for their

‘pains. .

In July, the ANL stages its

- first conference. There are

fascists are chasing after
black people and socialists

action, makes lame excuses
about having mismanaged

things; SC, blindly besotted
by the ANL, actually accuses

the Brick Lane defenders of
sectarianism and .adventur-
ism, complaining that the
Bengalis should defend
themselves and not expect
the ANL “‘to’do the job for
them'. Trying to
fascists marching only ends
up in a fight with the police,

exultant

stop -

- the "withdrawal of political (‘special category’)
status. They refuse to wear prison uniform. Agndryso'

o o If the National t.';d-qm&w-auhﬁilm years old, is throttled with a just a few miles away”. the war d_ers.deny,thpm all prisoners’ ‘privileges’ —
jested measures S0t 708 want t stop the raciote, fola 1oe counter-march colod by the shoelace in Homerton High  SW, aware of its shameful | ©ell furniture, exercise, visits etc — and they have
re | only blankets to cover themselves. - — |

Since Marcl'u_,the- prisoners have stepped up their |
action by refusing.to wash and slop out. The warders | -
have left them in nightmarishly filthy cells, just -
coming round every so often to hose down the cells® |-
.— and their contents, and the prisoners — with a
‘strong disinfectant. o R
_Even Archbishop O Fiaich declared that the con-
ditions were unfit for animals. Yet the British gov-
ernment continues its stubborn insistence that |
Republican prisoners of war are mere ‘criminals’. |-
~not political prisoners. D

-~

from 12 - .
Hometion of i 800 delegates but it is well they sneer, dredging up well- !
- Brick Lane : . controlled. No comprehens- worn Stalinist arguments for

T

cC dramatically to
an average 2% (though some

score fell

N ANL had refused to confront
carried on with their murky

work undaunted.

On polling day itself,

" 25-year old Altab Ali was

ive policy is adopted, nor any

democratic structure.
Mid-July sees another

mass protest against the East

+End racist violence. 2,000

called for August 20th in
Brick Lane to back up the
efforts to clear the fascists

out of it. -

Successive Sundays prod-

standing by while fascists
march. |

In the next month or so, a
spate of letters and resolut-
ions comes to the ANL

Leicester, Moss Side, Wirral
and Basingstoke ANL., :

Shortly afterwards, the
ANL loses some liberal back-
ers disturbed by SKAN —

N

¥

00 at ' scit

Black Monda

IAQEMBLE 12.30PM AT EUSTON, MARGE: TO PARLIAMENT ™. MY ath Sllllﬂf[ eould m |  '
| PGSR  i¢ ricial for Speke |
_ - zlhmql!.nln » L

,,,,, { strongholds remained, such Socialists and Bengalis join in critical of what happened at L e |
» as 35% in one Hackney 9ccupying Brick Lane on the the Carnival and calling for a e T FEeiees
‘ward). . B ~ 7 Sunday, and the following new conference to sort out a it = o
The ANL claimed the 9ay 8000 Bengalis strike. harder policy and elect a
o credit, and vindication for its SDOPS are shut, and Fords democratic structure. WA - ?
l‘;;:calndr&f:ﬁ:ll“:g , lean to .propaganda._ But the Dagel}ham Works 1S affeCted- reports I‘CSOI.lltIOIlS from .
T ey { hard-core fascists that the A national demonstration is North Staffs CARF, plus

. fatally stabbed in broad day- Uc€ a tug-of-war against the which most sharply express- ' e T A ';f't
Sefole. § 0090909090, & light coming from work in the fascists for control of the es the combative element in FASCISTS MARCH UNOPPOSED IN LONDON

Rewicnt ol tani. |
nalvantape. O

the main
e Bengalis
p the ANL
Peptember
b harassed
pt with the

: !
pups who
ane were
ahits tS’
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| prepares for first big outing

Committee.

Brick Lane area of Spital-
fields. Police took little inter-
est. The news travelled: fast
in the community: cinema

performances were stopped
and replaced by spontaneous
~mass meetings. The Action
Group Against Racist Att-
acks was hastily formed to
| call for a massive demon-
stration: © “From past ex-

the Select

Lane. But still the thugs are
able to do their work. On
August 13th, eight young
Bengalis returning down the
Lane from a meeting are
‘ambushed by two NF gangs.
~ Seven are taken to hospital,
the eighths arrested for self-
defence... |

Trade unionists have been

- asked to support the big day,

statement® simply advises

The Appeal of the Virk

’

the ANL. '.
In Brick Lane, a police

‘listening ‘post’ is hastily

erected, nicknamed the
Stockade. The militant youth

leaders have been rounded

up or warned off, and police

‘are concentrating on collect-

ing information andmending
their bridges to the commun-
ity’s elders. | "

(especially in the gruelling

lines.

words récogmse the need to
sweep the tascists oft the
streets — they choie the

the National Frent held a
1,000-strong march from
. Portland Place in the centre
ot Londen, through Oxford path of maximum show unity
Street and inte Moxton in on 3 bberal basis. even
the East End A contingent where Il tonflly with the
trom the French Front Nat. needs of anle-tascist  and
anti-racist aclion
This 15 no way (o build an
anle lascist moverment  Thes
". shaky allance wrll soon
shatter on the rocks ol reality
substitule

THE OIGGEST‘.:Mi-hscm
demongtration 40 years.
Eighty theusand peeple
marching threugh the Eam
Eand of London, the strong-
esl base the National Front

A!nd following that, a huge
carnival of music and poii- J
tics dedicated to the fight
against racism and fascism
For the miserable handéul
ol fascists huddled around
the Blade B¢ e pub in Beth-
nal Creen, 'vatctung 1mpot-
ently for tw. hours as the
huge march rpiled past,
Sunday was not a good day
" The march and the carni-
vl froved that the Ant-
Naz: League can mobilise
tens of thousands of youth
drawn now jor the firét time
into polihcal actvity.

Yet on the same weekend
the police and the lasasis
were each allowed te score 2

'“Im.
The day before the carni

[

Nathing  can
This outrage went com- tor 2 fight for a genune
pletely unoppased, and that united front against racism
was as much a record as the and fascism  That does not
ANL feslival the day before mean prelending (u be as
Not since the " J0s have fasc- ‘reasonabie’ as the relpem.
tsts been allowed to march 1sts. spouling their posilion
in the centre of London with- in public white privately ex-
plarmiag that you don't really
agres with i |t means al-
ways arguing against them °
and lor revoluticngmy 1deas -
al the same Lime Proposing
NNt actien wf:erv posathie

out meeting resistance
Obviously the Fronl took
some care to keep ther
march plans  secret ° But,
astonishingly, the ANL knew
that the Front march’ was to

days betore tu achikve aims whah are

1ake place
it happened, 3nd Lhey chose in  1he inlerests o
ta keep the mfarmation 0 working ¢lass

themselves As they ad-

Ic:
. w5, the celebrities .
tary' So they could hardly .'4':31 bm“'::y ‘Mpf “um,',:‘s united front campaign aa- -

 mto the s May 14th — 7,000 march Statement” ) | T N R th o R DR j
mence ... g to ask "Who killed Altap Asianstojoinaunion.  foundry shops)busts through | semibssiel sonko Rl getorsss s
st s the | SN B Ali?", answering The racists ~ August 20th: 4,000 turn the limit; and black workers | fwmfimm® o . SRR |
mg. You and the fascists — including YP and march through take the lead in the bakery L e s vesendombat 8 |

| Jou are T — - olitici uch cher Hoxton. The Front shifts to strike, bearing the brunt of | . . ST ~ a

Shtafank I ) politicians such as Thatcher Wil. 106 I HITS 10 XK€, bDearing the ovrunt or : . ' b

L » raul Hoivorrow, ANL icader, and the MPs on Chapel‘Market instead. =~ police attacks on their picket Fascists marched through London unopposed'on. the |

'} Monday after the ANL’s Sunday Carnival.

- N

 .,. Thw : { perience’ they stated ‘‘we August 20th. Len Murray Black workers play a big O/t (ol el drsed, Sunda s TNyt UL et

mgxtr!:l’)n | know we must rely first of all Visits Brick Lane to keep part in smashing the hated | gniimecion ¥iwsioais sopiemii . .

gtterly o on our own collective Matters under control. The 3% pay limit. Fords, with a ] mo v me il UNE m we  fitw o sno !

] 4 . . . . . . N . ] a e suppression of the Leeds shaky albance which has, m?pelh:.rm;.,l:l:,..;::f‘ \d: _‘-'.“:

;: . strength. Complaints to the ~Police have a difficult job" he high proportion of West | =&ud . o e S b T S e

self;’ FE veemedr B9 W bl 6 SR p olice hav,e pr oved f utile. ' pronounces, and a TUC Indian and Asian workers - ggﬁ’é"?:?ﬁ&f’ff’?ﬁ;  nams they s " cloauery *‘:;1“;}*;‘“;;:&”1:”:
.
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Carter declared war ... and lost. Workers’ Action
reported: ‘‘America’s striking coal-miners have put
President Jimmy Carter, supremo of the capitalist
"free worid’, firmly in-his place. Carter issued in-
junctions ordering the 160,000 strikers to return to
‘work. One hundred obeyed. The other 159,900 said

-

one the bosses had planned to force on them. .

THE 10% LIMIT -

. *Workers" Action public mesting . .
Speakers nciuvde Doug Mackay (FBU
. . | . branchsecretary,in perscnal capacity)

1  andother trade unionists confronting

the 0% limit, .

‘Rosbusk ', 1083 Totteivham Court Rd.
Londan WC1 (Warren St iuba]

 ~THEFREMEN's ST AND

' 1 7.45pm, Sundey #th December. of the |

In the end Callaghan did save his pay limit. Work- |

ers’ Action wrote: ‘‘The government threw massive
resources against the strikers. Every spare soldier
who could be found was given four hours’ training
and sent to fight fires.

~‘“Some were returned from the Military Detention
| Barracks, while 5,000 extra American troops were

committed to NATO so their British counterparts
‘| could bé sent scabbing. |

“To beat this effort required massive working

| class solidarity action. It did not happen. Not be-

cause sympathy did not exist, but because it was not
organised. | o |

- "In part that was due to the firernen’s own in-
experience, lack of self-confidence, and failure to

| see how vital solidarity action was. But the major

responsibility lies with the TUC General Council and
the leaders of the miners and local authority manual

|workers’ unions — who all shirked a fight against

the 10% rule, despite the expressed will of their own
membership”’. |

A e E—

| they weren’t interested in Carter’s laws’'. The |
-miners went on to win a contract far better than ?,thle o

i SCLV hits a ¢

'“,_'

IN October 1977”Michae] Ed#

- ‘and union officials.

wardes was appointed boss

of British Leyland. His per-

formance in 1978 showed
that he had been given a

‘brief to hack BL down to a-

size where it would be profit-

‘able, at least in the short

term — and to do that at the
expense of thousands of
workers’ jobs. ' |
On 4th January he told
journalists he was cancelling
the ten-year BL expansion
plan and cutting 12,000 jobs.
On 1st February he outlined
his plans in more detail to
convenors, senior stewards,
, The
stunned  ‘representatives’
gave him a standing ovation! .
When the Longbridge del-

‘egation got back to their

factory, they were censured

by the plant shop stewards.

Convenor Derek Robinson
and the Works Committee
blandly declared that they

~would  still back the Ed-

wardes Plan.
On Wednesday 15th Feb-

ruary, Edwardes announced

the first -instalment. The

Speke No.2 plant was to be
closed, with the loss of 3,000

‘jobs. Robinson and the Com-
bine - Committee denounced
the closure and withdrew

from the ’participation’

‘'scheme (only to return two
“months later when the dust

had settled). But when 800

workers at Longbridge struck

on 2nd March against de-
manning, the Works Com-
mittée remained firmly on

- the bosses’ side.

action against redundancies;
the Speke workers voted to

fight, the closure of their
. factory; ar . \

and

The Socialist Campai gn
for a Labour Victory, set

- up in July 1978, aims to

organise left-wingers in

the labour movement for

the general elections.
But what about perspect-
fves after the election?
Pete Firmin, speaking on
behalf of Workers’
Action to a meeting in
early December of the
Socialist Charter group
(one of the main groups
involved in the SCLV)
spelled out our views.

We see the joint work of
‘ our two tendencies in the

SCLV as extremely im- -

portant. -

The SCLV has shown a
large measure of eement
between Socialist e
and ourselves, not only on the
question of how we t{mk the
working class should vote,
come the elections, but also on
the central issues facing the
labour movement at present:
on economic issues such as
wages and unemployment,
and also on racism, women'’s
oppression and other issues.

The response so far has
shown that the SCLV has hit a
chord in the labour movement.
Over the next months, the
SCLV can become a serious
force in the labour movement,
campaigning on. the issues of
Ireland, racism, in support of
struggles against the 5% pay
policy,andsoon.

After the election we will be
faced with the question of.
how we organise the left in and
around the Labour Party, if
we are not to leave the people

- Speke - workers |
accept redundancy terms on

- we shall
In April a Liverpool labour

- movement - conference. dec-
" ided dn a militant plan of

. S~

workers

two-to-one to throw out the

bosses’ incentive scheme.
But there was no action,
either from the Liverpool
Trades Council or from th

- Leyland convenors. -

After having been stabbed
in the back by the AUEW,
and gaining only passive

support from Robinson and

other Leyland convenors, the
voted to

6th May.

Leyland toolmakers show-
ed a spark of opposition to
Edwardes with a 24-hour
strike - on June 12th. But

- : .
’ . ' -
’ L.
¢ . .
. . .
_

THE EDWARDES plan — to
cut 12,500 jobs in British Ley-
land — "was announced on
February 1st. Terry Duffy said

“Mr Edwardes has clicked.

It’s go'-go'-go 'fog- British Ley-

land”. |
And the Morning Star:

| ‘‘No. shop stewards or staff

‘representatives had  any
chance to consult on its terms,
and to  have voted against

would have appeared irresp-

onsible’",

Newspaper - ads showed

Jack Jones-and Hugh Scanlon
together + with wardes:

‘““We mny have had our differ-

ences in the past, but this is
one thing we ¢ )
‘the -future viability of British
A few months later, L('mg-
‘bridge convenor Derek Rob-
inson said sadly: ‘If the Ed-
wardes Eelan is not changed,

eaten alive’’.

" WORKERS’ ACTION said:
. "“Those who want to fight the
this: there is no capitalist ‘sol-

.....

‘demning  wildcat

all agree on —

- _'p@{@W‘&ll.* S
Ay plant closdd must be ience hé wanted to cut =
another 14,000 jobs in the
Leyland Cars Division next =

-y
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organised by the SCLV in the

lurch. We have suggested the

formation of a Socialist Labour
ce.

The level of agreement that

the Campaign has shown

points also to the need for

serious discussion between our

two groups. The main points of
contention as we see 1t are on
revolutionary strategy, and the
tasks and nature of a revolut-
ionary organisation today. |

JA\YV4

Although we believe that
certain aspects of revolution-

. ary theory need to be re-

examined, we reject the view
which says we have to start
from scratch again. We con-
sider that the- basic tenets of

Marx, Lenin and Trotsky are « .

sound basis for the practice of
revolutionaries today, on the

i ~h UnT -

picketed Transport House

correct, :
. Trotsky both always struggled

evolutionary road to
The suggestion that you are

Robinson and his ‘cronies
stuck to the line of making

- BL profitable. On 26th June

they pushed resolutions con-
strikes
through mass meetings at
Longbridge ... and used the
occasion to get in a few jibes

- against ‘the Trots’.

A month later the Works
Committee came up with its
own incentive scheme! At a
Longbridge stewards’ meet-

ing on 3rd August, ‘they

pushed through a proposal

- that the workers should offer

new shift patterns, increased

ution’ for Leyland. The CP's

trategy of building a ‘viable
Jritish motor industry’, like

the Tribunite ‘alternative eco-

nomic strategy’, to which it
is closely linked, neither mak-
es sense in capitalist terms nor
is in the interests of the
workers. ..

“Only a strétegy' which puts
-jobs before considerations of

“‘viability’ will stop Edwardes.
“‘First, we must pull out of
articipation at every level.
Instead we need to ‘demand
access to the company’s books

" and correspondence between
- Leyland, the NEB, and Varley,

so that we can get the facts
-about their plans and about

where the lponey is reallly-.

going.

"““We should insist upon 'a‘

35 hour week with no loss of
pay immediately. @
- ““When the cut-backs be

we have to reply by sharing -

the work and fighting for full

- _struggle on' manning. must be .

d - throughout the

plant, and the plant struggles
“must be coordinated by a de-
‘stewards’ org sation’ . -

T OSEEe

‘. " but- behind

canpls.
JJJ
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nature of the bourgeois state, |

the need for a revolutionary

. party, and how that party is

organised. We have criticised
your view that the ‘fundament-
al problem’ of the Third Inter-

‘national and early Fourth Int-

ernational was that their pers-
pective was based on a short
term, Dblitz-krieg type of

"~ struggle for power. We cannot

accept this as historically
since Lenin and

resolutely against ultra-leftism
and developed the tactic of the

- United Front.

- What do you reall mean?
'Are you saying that

e revol-
ution ijtself, the actual seizure

‘of power by the working class,

is not a short term struggle;
that there is a long-term,
power?

.. did nothing

‘announced that 500

- would go at Speke No.1 and
that AEC Southall would be

closed. He had bludgeoned

~ sounds very

~ their participation in (fae

- than solely from 'pr?agan o
alone. The ideas and analysis

of a group can only develop if

the' nee

labour mobility, ‘team work-

ing” and a free run for work
study, in return for a pay :

rise. | | |
- It was now. time for Ed-

- wardes to step in again. He

made it known that, even
with Speke closing on May
26th, jobs were not

worked out a claim for a 35-
hour week and £100 for line
workers... and - promptly

forgot it. Edwardes told them

there would be no pay rise at

all, Then he softened slightly

-~ BL workers could have 5%

if they accepted all the

‘strings’ — work
speed-up, job-cuts — that

Edwardes had been pushing

over the last year., .
Edwardes faced down

strikes at SU Carburettors, |

Bathgate and Drews Lane,

brandishing threats of more .

factory - closures, while
Robinson and the convenors

| but' denounce
'lunatic leftists’. At ,
of November, the leading

~ union representative in BL
finally agreed to recommend
to a
ballot of the workforce. -

Edwardes’ “offer*

Meanwhile, Edwardes had

the Rover Solihull workers

 into accepting a night shit...
~and told & New York aud-

year. " |
If this is sanity, then per-

J

moving in this direction is
gthened when one of your

comrades writes that .“‘like
-other ' orthodox
‘Workers’ ' Action has.
transitional approach to the

State’’. The comrade doesn’t

Trotskyists’’

‘ino

explain what he means, but it
much like the idea
that the State can be gradually

.o

undermined over a long per-
iod, that the capitalist state
structure no longer has to be

smashed. This contradicts not .
S only the Marxist texts but also -

"M historical experience. @@

* ¥ Socialist Charter and our

tendency both describe them-

selves as propaganda groups,
e at definition I
think we think there are imp-.

- ortant differences. Obﬁousnﬁ |

the main emphasis for a sm

group at present is on propa-
gandg- for its ideas, but these

ideas only have a relevance in-

sofar as they gain a hearing in
~ the working ¢ (

ss. There is no.
Chinese wall between propa-
ganda and agitation, and
people learn more through

. by

they are tried out in practice.

Pay

Comrades have talked of us
being ' orthodox Trotskyists.
This is both a compliment —
and it is meaningless. We see -
~ Marxism not as dogmas which
always allow us to take a
correct position, but as guides
/e see -
to develop : their -
-analyses further — but notlin. a ,- .
let’'s .

Trotskyism,

in helping us to do so.

vacuum, not by saying
imagine Marx, Lenin and.
Trotsky hadn’t been born °

and start again’. === 4

going

fast enough for him. 7,000
- more would have to be cut
before the end of 1978. . -
At the beginning of Oct-

~ober the BL convenors

the end

jobs

haps the ‘lunatic leftists”
. Derek Robinson believes.
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by Tom Wicker, publish- |

i ed by Penguin at £1.50

... ‘'The ground was cold and wet,

R
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warders hostag

-a fine mist:-coming down. It

was like driving cattle. People were

rawling over ‘each other, and the .

. troopets were driving them' with
- 'sticks saying ‘Crawl you 'mother-

fuckers, crawl, crawl’. We’d crawl

- this way and that, until all of us

were in the yard.”’ .

., That is how a Puerto Rican. in-

mate. of New York’s Attica jail des-

. cribed the scene after state troopers
- and armed warders had put down a |

revolt there in September 1971.
On instructions from Governor

" Rockefeller — he was at the time

holidaying on one of his estates —

- the troopers stormed the yard

where prisoners were holding some

e. They killed nine
~ of the hostages as well as 34 in-

- mates. |

Tom Wicker’s A Time to Die: The

. Attica Prison Revolt is the minutely

detailed eye-witness account of that

‘revolt and how it was crushed.

Wicker, a New York Times editor,
was a member of the go-between

. committee that (on the prisoners’
demand) spent the period of the
‘revolt at Attica. |

~ Apart from the es of the

~ Attica revolt itself — the revolution-
~ ary black prisoners, the pathetic
commissioner, the blood-ravenous
and racist warders and the other

members of the go-between com-
mittee — there is one other main

" character. It is Wicker himself.

‘Wicker, the tortured liberal who
““believed more in equity than in

 equality, more in individualism

than in solidarity’’ is an important
character in the book. His views,

- fears, reactions and life-style
- counterpoint those of the desperate =
prisoners. SO

" His book also gives an insight
‘into the reality of crime and punish-

ment in capitalist society. Crime, it

is clear, is not an exceptional act;

nor is the criminal a deviant individ-

(. - ual. Crime is built into capitalist
'\ society and the criminal is the rep- L% "%
~ .resentative of those lowest and - |7 + 4
' most brutalised layers of society. - |+ ' &
 'Its root is ‘‘on the block, in the. | .
- {enement, in the uncaring schools, |
.among the pushers and the junkies
and the hustlers and the hard-

eyed cops, in the crowded flats with

~~  jobless -fathers and overworked

mothers, the brothers and sisters

- hooked on dope, the hopeless-
" ness and bitterness — the utter -

waste of humanity.’’ | |
Outside the prison walls, in the

aih’t shit’’ — meaning we are treat-

ed as if we aren’t even shit as far

~ as the whites are concerned. But in
prison, treated to yet more brutal -
‘degradation, bottled up and pushed
to boiling point by physical contain--

ment, the emphasis changes. ‘‘We

ain’t shit’’ now becomes a protest,

an affirmation of humanity and

- equality — a determination not to
be treated like shit any more.

- Tom Wicker was there when that
determination  exploded  into
revolutionary action. y

‘was jailed by
Arap Moi regime that bult its
. power -on the sacrifices of Dedan’s
warriors and set out systematically

~ to eradicate them. |

PETALSOF
BLOOD - o
By Ngugi wa Thiong’o

- Hefnman African

Writers Series, £1.25

- Ngﬁgi Wa Thiong’o is one of )

Kenya’'s great novelists. He is a

fought - for
Kenya’s freedom from British
colonial rule. .  Until 12 Dec. he
the Kenyatta/

Ngugi’'s latest novel, Petals of

Blood, is about that betrayal. It

documents through the story of the
tiny town of Ilmorog the corruption
and avarice that made a mockery of

the aspirations of Kenya’s poor.

Munira is a schoolteacher by

- profession and & fence-sitter by

political inclination. Abdullah owns

| "a small shop where he hobbles

about on his one leg giving no clue

to his fighting days with the gueril- }

las. Wanja is a prostitute, a play-
thing of the rich, but full of that
energy which should have gone into
building a nation free of corruption.

- And Karega is the ex-student, ex-

whose political
es him a target

teacher, ex-tram
radicalisation m
for the employers. .
Together they get the villagers of
Iimorog to visit the local capital to
seek help for their parched lands.
There they see what has become of

the struggle for freedom.
The title comes from the plant

.....
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~socialist, and defends the tradition = |

. of Dedan Kimathi, the leader of the |
.Land and Forest Army (also known

~.as Mau Mau) whi

¢ bt
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Ngugi — "corrupted visions

that the villagers use to make

theng’eta, a native drink that the

av

British banned. - :
The spirit of theng’eta causes the

drinkers to have visions. But once

the Tlmorog villarer< sjcvive the

" brewing of the drink; the big brew-

ers move in, taking over the village

that has grown into a town, and
bottling their own much diluted

brand — just as the freedom fight-

- ers’ visions were taken over and

corrupted for profit. . |
- Petals of Blood is not an easy

read — and it is made more diffic-

ult by the irritating way that
Kikuyu expressions are left un-
translated and unexplained in the
text. But it is well worth reading. It
is fiction more accurate and more

representative than = fact, the
modern - history of the Kenyan
peasants in novel form. o

‘BOB MELVILLE

oo .
TR

<t' of thel Attica prison revolt

o

~ ‘Although there are so many differ-
ences in their. life styles, certain

THE CHAIRMAN’S

'NEW CLOTHES

by Simon Leys, p,ublish- |
ed by Motive Books

. at£2.95

o ""-‘l‘h_is is the book which smashed the
myth of Mao and the Cultural Rev-

olution for good.

- ““The Cultural Revolution had no-
thing revolutionary about it except

the name, and nothing cultural

~ about it except the initial tactical

pretext. It was a power struggle

~ waged at the top between a handful

- of men behind the smokescreen of

- afictitious mass movement. |
. “As things turned out, the dis-

. ‘order unleashed by this power

- struggle created a genuinely revol-

utionary mass current, which devel-

. oped spontaneously at the grass

roots in the form of army mutinies

.. and workers’ strikes on a vast scale.
- These had not been
. - the programme, and they were
- crushed pitilessly.”’

A’ three-year diary [1967-69],

|  written as events unfolded, forms
~ _the core of the book. Since its orig-
- inal publication in Belgian in 1971 it

"~ has stood the test of .time remark-
.. ably well, and the appendix on the

~ T'ien An Men demonstration in

- 1976 gives: useful background to
~ events taking place in China today.

" Leys argues that Mao lost real
sower between 1959 and 1966. The

regime’s support from the intellect- |

 stable rule. But while .
critics of Mao [like Peng Teh-huai]

rescribed in

uals and peasants was shattered in

- the '50s by Mao’s mistakes in the

Hundred Flowers campaign and the
Great Leap Forward. Mao's policies

failed to bring about industrialisat- "
~ jon and plunged the regime into

crisis. | : o
"~ The party hierarchy needed

Mao’s prestige to cement their un-
prominent

were purged, real power passed

“into the hands of Liu Shao-Ch’i and
'Teng Hsiao-ping. Their fear of an

open break with Mao later proved to
be Mao’s trump card when he
launched his coup to regain power.
Contesting the belief that Lin
Piao controlled the army and was
brought in by Mao to stabilise the

. gituation, the book establishes two

facts: that many regional command-
ers loyal to the purged Defence
Minister Peng
accepted Lin’s authority and defied
Peking to the point of mutiny; and

that Lin and the secret police were

both used by Mao from the beginn-

_ing to  seize control in  Peking
" before launching the

Revolution through the media.
During the disorder, workers in

. many regions settled accounts with
their local managers. Official warn-
ings complained of ‘‘the training of

combat groups, the occupation and
‘looting of stations, banks and

- military installations, the interrupt-

ion of communications’’  etc. e

- authorities’ impotence is no less
astonishing: the mildness of the

Teh-huai never

Cultural

sanctions, the indulgence ptomised‘_

‘to those willing to lay down arms —
-all this indicates that the authorities
are faced with a movement of such
breadth and popularity that they

cannot and dare not meet it head on |
. or suppress it by force.”’ |

" The Chairman’s New Clothes is

~ not a Marxist book; nor is it an easy
" introduction to China today. How-

ever, it does arm us with facts to
shatter illusions in Maoism.

'CHEUNG SIUMING
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STREETS: areportby .
Bethnal Greenand
‘Stepney Trades Council
~ on Racial Attacks in

East London.
Available from .
58 Watney Street,

London. £1.

In the Aﬁtumn of 1977, faced with a

rapidly .escalatin% wave of assaults

on Asians in the East End, the local
Trades Council took the decision to
launch its own investigation into the
problem. This booklet is the result,
and it makes grim reading. |

_ About 110 incidents were exam-
_ ined, and they only scratched the

surface. For example, four white
youths recently confessed to some
300 attacks on Asians and vagrants

in the area: this confession only
accounted for seven of the Trades -

Council’s list. The investigators
themselves sim%ly gave up after a
while, because the pattern was only
too obvious and because ‘our young

Bengali interpreters said that they

were no longer willing to continue
with the exercise’ because they
could see no point init. |

The report itself is in some w-ays a

model: the problems of housing,

“education, employment, the police,
the media and the trade unions
themselves are each separately
discussed, and their close connect-

ion with the nature and incidence of

.assaults examined. The failure of
the unions to combat racism within

their -own ranks or to fight discrim-
ination in employment was no doubt.

one of the most difficult admissions

for the Trades Council to make;
together with the South East Reg-

ional Council of the TUC, they have

- now resolved to launch a campaign
to overcome these weaknesses.

- In this venture they deserve the

fullest support; but it must be said

" FINDING A VOICE

By Amrit Wilson, pub-
lished by Virago at £2.50

B .

factors. really unite Asian women.

Firstly their oppression — although

they come from so many different
parts of the Indian sub-continent
and have so many different relig-

ions,. there is no doubt that as
‘women there is a special kind of

oppression which they face.
““The second thing that unites
them is racism in Britain, and the

~ third is their exploitation as a class
— most of them, even those who
. were middle-class before, are now .

working class. What struck me was
that all these three things together
affected the outlock of these

- possi

~ criticism, if their report is anything

boss will know it, and besides the

worker may well be in debt precise- .

ly to their boss for the cost of com-
ing to Britain in the first place. |
he same predicament obviously

~appliesto housing too. -
The worst feature of the report .

undoubtedly lies in its attitude to

the police and the law. On the one: ..
hand, the authors point out that - = -
Bangladeshis havé come to regard . * .
the police as their enemies; they .=

- show why this attitude prevails,

and, despite themselves, prove that

the Bangladeshis are right; they de-

 monstrate the futility of relying on
the police for protection or even of
- expecting them to show the fig-

leaf of 'neutrality’. Yet much space
is spent listing the various laws -
which the police 'could’ use
against the fascists, and it is denied
that criticism is ‘anti-police as
such’. . - S
Given the role and the political

- complexion of the Trades Council, it
- would have been most surprising if

they had faced up to these problems
squarely. But their report contains a

- mine of information for ahti-racist

militants active in the area, and
shows activists elsewhere just how
much they also need to find out be-

- fore they are in a dposition to make

an effective stand against racism
and fascism in their area.

womeh and iit wasn’t pbssiblé to
separate them.’’ |
this book Amrit Wilso

simply lets a number of Asian
women talk to her about their lives '
_ marriage and the family; and about = - -
the bome — many times
more terrible in its completeness
than for a white woman, and more - -
devastating for its contrast with life = .= =

isolation in the

before coming to Britain. = .
- But ‘women are beginning to
perceive that there can be a happie

strong_ movement to -emﬂ-&e i ims .. i
le to say. These are th

The book is' a must for anyone

“active in the anti-racist and/or

women’s movements. Workers’
Action will be carrying a full review
in the New Year. | |

- JAMES RYAN

WHAT WENT WRONG?
By Jeremy Seabrook

" Published by Gollancz

at £2.55

| ‘Hello, BOW you doing?’

‘Not so bad. Considering.”
‘Considering what?’

‘Old age and poverty.’

Jeremy Seabrook’s book of inter-
views with old workers talking
about ‘what went wrong’ with the
.labour movement is interesting and
even exciting reading.

Not much. thanks to the author,

though. His own purple prose takes
some wading through, with its

~ horrors of bus-stations and shopll:-

ing centres from Hackney to Blac

" burn attempting to lighten his hick

sociology in which he tries to prove

that it’s only the depths of poverty .
‘that can give the labour movement

’morality ' and a purpose.

But wade on [or skip those bits)."

The workers he interviews speak for
themselves about working class

history, the betrayals that we’ve

seen, and what should be done.
Jessie Stevens, 84, remembers
her first involvement in politics

... “‘they had formed a branch of the

Womens Social and Political Union
in Glasgow. They asked me if 1 was
interested in the more militant side.

. They said ‘You. can drop these
[bottles of acid] in pillar boxes’. Sol

used to walk down the street in my
servant’s uniform, I'd take the cork
from the bottle and put it in the
pillar box, and it would begin to
smoulder and burn’’. -

An old miner in Nottingham:

‘I've always thought of myself as a
- revolutionary rather than a rebel...

a revolutionary should be more in-

S — ’ . am

. telligent than a rebel, and more
~ constructive. When I was young we:

came near to a moment of real
change, but now we’ve receded
from it again. - o

‘] can remember during the gen-

. eral strike, we went into the Palais

de Danse with our banners:. E.‘!’fgf -

" body stopped dancing and chee

“That showed the depth of people’s
commitment. Imagin

door’,.i ‘ L

Seabrook takes these id'eas”fand .

'.the dismay at what happened with .
the Labour government of 1945 to

 gpin out an argument about the
collapse of working class militancy
and of the struggle for socialism, by -

contrasting the memories with the
'aimlessness’ of unemployed
youngsters he interviews. “‘Some
nights we get fed up and we do the
ouija board... We did it last night

" but nothing happened’’. One kid I

know had a chain from his nose to

his ear. He got in a fight and some- -

body grabbed the chain. It tore half

~his face off’’. ‘‘It’s boring. To go
" anywhere you need a lot of money... ..

at I'd like to do is go somewhere
and be somebody. I'd like to be a
footballer or a singer’’. . .
But such a juxtaposition is cheap
and easy, and goes nowhere to-
wards substantiating the author’s .
shallow and impressionistic argu-
ment. And its insularity is shown up

" by the same old miner who remem- "
bered the general strike: ‘“We know .

what we have to lose when we see
today’s poor, and we do see them

every day. They miight be on the - .
- other side of the world, but they -
. every:. .

come into your house . ¢
night of the week on that thing [he -

points to the television]. Today's

poor are black and hungry.” - .

'NIK BARSTOW

e "

Y. .. - B LT I IR v S
‘Throughout the booklet the auth- - =
ors display a systematic tendencyto - .
avoid some of the more crucial, -~
~ questions. For example, it is ‘ad-. . -
mitted that the Immigration Acts
are racist, and therefore ‘a bad .
thing, but no real attempt is made. =~ -
to go beyond that. This is a serious -
- flaw: action to solve even apparent-
1y straightforward problems. will
soon hit trouble unless an effective = = -
campaign against the Immigration
VAc;\s is wage'(}.‘ o | o

or example, who is going to join -
‘i]fegaf' J

.4 union if s/he i1s ' ? The .

- future and ... their anger is grow- -~ =
ing. How long it will take for .a

~ early days in a conscious struggle.” -

e doing that
now. You wouldn't get past the .
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. THE PICKET line at the Press Association is crucial, because - oy L
- PA provides the basic news service for many papers. Journalists - .
. from Cambridge came down to show their support. .~ .

- Strikers produce
k B 1 NINE THOUSAND provincial The scab edition is being produc- Cambridge Labour Party has -
1 . journalists are on strike for a ed by the editor, the deputy  given us the use ofits offices and
> o ) ‘ £20 pay rise. SUE DAVIS, secr- editor and the S non-union jour- duplicating facilities. o -
. etary of Cambridge NUJ branch nalists, relying mainly on PA and Nationally, NGA members
and deputy MoC at the Cam- - Reuters reports. | have been instructed not to
| bridge Evening News, talked to - There is no real local news handle any copy except .that-
Workers Action about the strike  coverageinit. | coming from the  editors of
o ) - We are producing an alternat- papersin dispute. -
! On the C_an}brlg%e Evening ive newspaper called Cambridge Natsopa have told their memb-
E: | News there is 100% support Brief, coming out twice a week  ers not to do anything to under-
- for the strike among the  and paying for itself through  mine the dispute and SOGAT
L unionised journalists (72 out of advertising. If there’s anything have given similar instructions.
aE 77). We are maintaining a 24 hour over, it goes to the hardship London SOGAT chapels have re-
oy | h o B N | picket. There is a rota worked out = fyund. o fused to cross picket lines, which
1 - . . so that at least 8 people are there ~  The paper is eight pages, and  is more than the union instruct- .
e | in the day and four at night. has a circulation of 1500. It's ion actuallysays. =
L | The Evening News has had to  being produced by a sympathetic And the T&GWU have
B S - reduce the price to newsagents  local printer and some shops like = ordered newsprint delivery .
o . from 8p to 3p because its so  W.H.Smiths have agreed to take drivers not to cross picket
L 1 much smaller since the strike. it - , S lines. Y &8
b
|
= SR ON WEDNESDAY 13 Decem-  efficiency’, insist on: ~ large majorities for going on - Because of lack of leader- "
29 ber the Bakers’ Union execu- Ll The right to adjust  withthestrike.- . ~ = ship, and lack of positive aid
i tive recommended its memb- manninglevels; .~ However, the Bakers’ Un- . fromthe TUC, the bakers have

iated British Foods had shown =[] Theright to stagger shift =~ The General Secretary, Stan - not return to work until the
a majority of 40 branches to ~ times; Maddox, did say he thought  closed shop is  guaranteed.
36 for going back. | ; L1 The right to divide at the offer was not enough... - The closed shop and manning -
- The offer amounts to 14% will a worker’s basic weekly  but he did nothing to cam- levels will be the key issues
‘— only 3% more than the 11% 40 hours into shifts ranging  paignforrejectingit.. =~~~ in the coming months, as the
P ‘offered before the strike start- from 4 hours minimum to 10 o IR | bosses try to get their own
. IR T ed._l.And the real bite is in the hours maximum. It was the rank and file mili-  back for the strike. =
BUT THE ‘Christmas present’ ‘strings’. ' E o tants who were putting the  The militancy that showed
| which Times bosses are promis- ‘The unions are to.agree In South Wales branch offic-  pressure on the big bakeries  itself on the strike  picket
.- ing is a nzttce"o,f ?le;l%sal. for to encourage but not force all  ials were called to a meeting by launching. pickets of the lines must now be directed to
i g‘:qh‘g‘ﬁng S 5; A hagal. workers who have left the  with an executive member  flour mills. To win the strike,  defending union organisa-
ing and dithering. Only u nigtge q ‘union to rejoin. In. other = and told the details of the - they needed to organise  tion in the bakeries — and to
- ‘action by the print and media words,” the bosses want  to offer. They were unanimously = through local strike committ- changing the leadership of
| unions, focused round a ‘work- smash the post-entry closed against it. In Liverpool,  ees and a national meeting  the Bakers’ Union so that the
- ~ in’ at the Times, will save these shop. ' Manchester, London and oth- of Bakers’ Union shop stew- next strike does not meet the
- workers’ jobs and conditions. They also, ‘in the interests of  er big centres there were very “ards. | - same fate as thisone. =~
"IN September, Amnesty Iriternat- then re-arrested. ~ prisoners periodically during the
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“ional estimated that there were
30 to 40 thousand political prison-
ers in Iran. Since martial law was

‘don on Friday (8th December)
what the delegation discovered
about the treatment of these

- are in the hands of Military

Justice’’.

Mme Schmidlin called the re-

ers to return to work. A ballot
“on the Tatest offer from Rank
- Hovis McDougall and Assoc-

The Minister of Justice prom-

ised further releases on Decem-

ber 10th, Human Rights Day.

Mme. Schmidlin described the

level of torture in Iran as " un-
imaginable — torture has been

what resembles a big armchair.
His arms are strapped down, with
huge weights on the hands to

] Full mobility of labour, N

night.”’ .
Marie-France Schmidlin spoke

to a woman who was recently

during which time she was tortur-

ed in an attempt to make her dis-
ewn the children publicly’’. |

Unless you're

- B The right to review ‘un-
‘necessary’ breaks; = @

wanted by
SAVAK — in which case they can
- arrange it in a matter of minutes.,

" jon Executive gave no advice
on the offer at all; it simply
abandoned its responsibilities.

Brioss

LT

- won very little.

pool are insisting that they will -

g 1 ~ declared in September, followed When asked -how many would be released from prison. She had
B by military government in Nov- released, General Azhari, the eight children. ‘‘Three of her sons
L ember, the number has escalated head of the present military ~ have been killed — shot on the
| ‘with about 700 arrests daily. government, replied — ‘I have street or dead under torture. One
 Mme. Marie-France Schmidlin, not got time to think of that for daughter has died under torture win SR o g e TR Y B
i a French lawyer and a memberof  the moment. We have urgent and and another is in prison for life.
. ‘a recent delegation to Iran from  important measures to take. We Her other children are also 1n
: the International Federation for are taking decisions in favour of prison. = . |
Human Rights, told an Iran Solid-  the people. The army has always ~ *‘The mother was arrested and
arity Campaign meeting in Lon- acted on behalf of the people”’... imprisoneéd ~ for = three years

b prisoners. | | practised for a long time with a The delegation was not allowed
P - On 4th November the delegat- fevel of refinement and incredible to visit any prisons in Iran. They

3 _ion questioned the Iranian Min- intensity. SAVAK has gone to the ~ had asked the Iranian Ambassad-
E ister of Justice. He replied: ‘1 am lengths of devising a special or in France and were told “it

not able to give the number of machine which they have named  takes six months to organise a -

political prisoners. Anyway they =~ Apollo: ““The prisoner is placed in.  visit to a prison in Iran’’.

_ports by the Shah’s regime of crush them. A metal head mask - MARY CORBISHLEY

333 prisoners released on 11th’ magnifies the shouts and screams o <

‘September and 1000 on 25th  of the prisoner. At the same time -

'- g Septem-beta “pack oflies’’. he is beaten on the soles 0f his. PUBLISHED by 'W’orkers" Action, [N

.., Those . -numbers included feet. o Box 1960, Rising Free, 182 Upper &

-+ . people who had been released ‘‘In many prisons, the screams St, London N1, and printed by Anvil i R . 8 o
7. _prior to those dates and some of prisoners being tortured are = Press [TU]. Repgnered a5 & NeWS: ... SN
- who, having been released, were recorded and used to waken Paper attheGPO. ' Anearlier Tehran demo. The coach was there for escape if troops attacked.

Militant bakers in Liver- .



